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COMEDY OF
A SICK FRIEND

He came In very deflantly, with a

set look on his face, like a man who
contemplates an unpleasant crisis in
his cereer and yet Is trying to per-
suade himself that he doesn't care a
hang anyhow. And to his surprise
his little wife ran right up and
kissed him.

“Your slippers are by the side of
the Morris chalr, John,” she crled;
*“dinner will be ready In a minute!”

And then fear frizzled him and
discomfiture dished him and he
moodily regarded his slippered toes

and once more rehearsed the Inge- ,

nious excuse about a sick friend
which he had framed up to decelve
his loving wife and to explain the
scandalously late hour and condi-
tion In which he had returned home
the night before.

“Now!" she cried (bringing in the
steak and onlons). ‘“‘Now, John!"

And up John got and took his
rightful place at the head of the table
and solemnly cut the steak and
spooned the fried onlons.

"“John," she began, "last night—"

His fourth thought: ‘Here it
comes!" And then aloud:
sick friend!" he mumbled (with his
mouth full of fried onions).

“John,"” she continued (as though
she had not heard him), "Mrs. Rob-
bins called last night.”

“Oh?" he asked, with a sigh of re-
lief, and he clutched with avidity at

this frall converstational straw,
Robbins, eh? Ah! Mrs. Thomas
Robbins! J remember Tommy when

he was a boy. I've sat up with him
in nearly all his slcknessee,” he re-
marked with emotion (and not with-
out inspiration). “And he's sat up

with ma! And sn Mras Robbins
n
John!" she erled. "I couluan t ueip

but notice them, you know!"

“But she must have shown you
the petticoat!” grumbled John.

‘“No," she replied. 'l heard it rus-
tle, and when she sat down |1
looked!"”

And suddenly she became listless.

"I see,” sald John, “‘that the Itus-
slans haven’'t met the Japanese fleet
yot."

“Oh!"
lessly.

Whereunon John apnlied himself
to his food stolidly, silently, biting
his bread with dellberate precislon,
formally pointing each Ilittle finger
into the air as he handled his knife
and fork, blinking hils eyes as he
drank his water and trying to makd
Limself believe that his dear little
wife was not looking at him accus-
1a '!1.

" Did she look well 1n 1t?"” he in-
' *d (quite husky.)

Who, John dear?” she asked, and
*.rhaps she sighed—the least faint
wcho of a sigh.

‘*‘Mrs. Robbins,” he replled (with
additional huskiness.)

“Oh, fine!’'" she exclaimed (speak-
ing mnow with animation.) *Sne
had on her gold watoch and chaln,
tco! Not half such a nice one as
ritine, though!"

“And you shall have a new sallk
‘reas too!" crled John—the guilt-
siticken John—the proud John.

“And you won't stay out late to-
(zht, will you, John?" she coaxed
him. I was po worried last night!"’

“A slck friend,” began John, mum-
hiing.

“Mrs. Btafford was in to-day,” she
{ ‘terrupted him.

iis fifth thought:

“T'Il bet that woman made Staf-
tord tell her everything! That's the
‘ust time I'11 ever go out with a hen-
jucked man!”

And then aloud:

“Did she tell
John,

She smilingly nodded and placed
the lobster salad on the table.

‘““And did she tell you ahout the
policeman too?" Inslsted John, now
determined upon making a clean
breast of it. "“Yes? And about the
cabman? And how he upset his han-
som because he smashed Reddy's
new plug hat? Yes? And after all
this you go ahead and get a nice din-
ner ready for me—fried onions and
lobster salad—and never nag me,
and—and"—-—And once again John

ba flat upon the (able.
"While yo

o ‘ré about it,”
.&:u hlt m

she remarked—very Ilist-

you?l" hesitated

‘ou,-ult Y
stopped in 20 minutes
'it will saroly prum
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WHAT THE
PAPER READ

To the end of his day Ellithorpe
wili  never forpet hls sensations
when he read the simple, cold-
plooded annonncement in the soclety
column < the newspaper.

The Jaolfce wus tc the effcet that
the engagement of Mlss Rose Burl-
Ingame to Dovie Jenkins was an-
nounced That was all, but It was
the end nf the world for Ellithorpe,

Ags he giared at the crumpled
newsparer he admitted that he had
dallled. ¥or two years he had lived

in the light of her presence and
hadn't opened his mouth to tell her
how he fe't about it. He had always
meant to do 26, but he was shy.
Never In h's maddest dreams had he
| pletured  anvy  other  glrl wearing
' orange hinssome and a tulle vell for
him. And now-
If it hed been any other man than
‘Joukinﬁ? Dut he was honest enongh
to admit that ke would have been
ljual as enraged and upset no matier
| who had been his lucky rival.
Ellfthorpe tushed his dinner away
without a look at the tempting chop
snd left the clnb. He wanted to
]\\'nlh and think 1t over. Thore was
plénty to think about--
he had h=en, for Instance. e mizht
have known others admired her as
well aa himself What a conceltod
chump he had been to fancy it
didnt matter when he spoke! There
were always plenty of callers hover-
Ing about Rose, but he had been so
wrapped un in his own liking for hor

else. Now he was well pald for i
Whera on earth wonld he apeud
Jo.Tul even'ngs now? Tor he never
Ltould sl: in the same room wiih the
successful Jeonkins withoul strang-
ilne nim ne was grimly certain. And

ALY OVED Ll & dey oo
it was quite rigat he should call and
offer his econgratulations, he told
himself miserably. All the way out
there he was rehearsing different
ways of doing this without glving
her a hint of the anguish in his soul,
for he had resolved never to let her
Lnow,

When he reached her street ha
had not declded whether to begin

the conversatlon (n a ealm and
everyday manner, gradually lead-
ing up in an incldental way to tha

news of her engagement as though
he merely remembered to speak of It
along with other pleasant news, or
whether, in a sprightly and jesting
manner, to plunge into the subject
at once. He rather incllned toward
the former as more Wkely to glve
Rose's vanity a letting down and to
show her If she had any lingering
suspicions as to his caring deeply
for her that she was wholly mista-
ken,

The maid had ushered him Into
the Burlingame library and at sight
of the famillar room his heart
dropped several more notches. De-
cldedly he would choose the first
way;, maybe he would even appar-
ently forget to mention her engage-
ment till he was ready to go home,
Just as though It had nearly slipped
his memory.

“Good evening, Dick,” she sald
Just behind him.

Ellithorpe sprang to his feet. She
was looking perfectly natural, hap-
py and placld, not at all {mportant
as he had fancled she would, and
she walked over to a mettee as
though nothing had happened.
Elllthorpe's eyes blurred and he
realized to  his  horror that he
couldn’t follow out his programme

1 cean’t belleve it, Rose,” he heard
himeelf sayving, huskily.

“Belleve what? she asked In sur-
prise, which grew as she noted his
tragle attitnde,

“Thia,”" anld

Ellithorpe dramati-
eally, fisking out the newspaper
folded at the fatal notice and hand-
Ing It to her. As the girl ecanned It
her face turned erimron, There was
n sparkle of wrath In her eves.

“How perfectly Lorrible!"” she
erfed, velhiemently “It's a mistake.
I can't lmaglne who pat §t la. And
Doyle Jenkins of all  poonle! As
though |- wuy, [ nove Jward of
such a thing!"”

"“You arca't engs ged to him?*
Ellithor Bhoutod

3.8 Jd osay aot!' wiil [lose do-
cldedl;

It was then Elithorpe #mund his
Wwiw and bls vol Cuicngo News.
tene 0L Things New w'th Home

! inlshes,

Have you any worn out chairs?
If so, get a small canof L. & M.
Home Fin'sh Varnish Stain from
Holman-Cullum  Hardw Co.
Batesburg and i 30 minutes make
the chair as good as new. Full di-
rections on each can,

re

-what a fool |

he had oot thought about anvihing !

|
|

BAT IN HER HAIR,

A Housemaid in San Rafael had a Try- .
ing Experience. |

San Rafael is suffering from an in-
vasion of bats, and desplte the stren- |
uons efforts of the citlzens the wing- |
ed pests have gamed a strong foothold
fn various parts of the town. Because
of their activity Miss Lilllan Stead-
man, a pretty young housemaid em-
ploved at the Hotel Rafael, is mourn-
ing the loss of her golden tresses and
incidentally suffering from a shock to
her nervous system.

Miss Steadman climbed to the attie
in the hotel on Saturday evening de-
termined to drive out some of the
She was surrounded soon by a
drove of the winged rodents and pro-
ceeded gzimely to give battle to them,

One of the bats lodged In the young
lady's halr qud refused to hudge. Miss
Steadman, thoroughly frightened, ran
sereanming from the attic and the bat
1 cliang to her,

bats

s sawhie wings till he had suceoed- |
el in cutting her beautiful tresses so
badiy thuy It was necessary to sheas;
thom off, much to the sorrow of the

airl and her admirers

Grewsome Private Museum.

The miscellaneous objects which
have been  oolleeted by
Windt, the traveler, who b

en o reindeer trip in th
i oa grewsome [.'1'i\'.1=" mius
Buddhist praving wheel, th
a Dyvak warrior, Dyak shields
ed with hair from the

shull of

scalps ol |
mies, daggers and spears in abun-
dance, a Russian convict's dress, a
set of chains which once hung from
the legs und arms of a Sthorian pris-
oner, and a genuine English ent-o'-
nine-tails are among the wost curious
Jective has become the nroperty of
women and children alone “"Hand-
sume’” and the weak “good looking"
are the only two adjectives of the
kind common to either sex. Even

“belle” has no real masculine correla-
tive In Englisa, since “bean’ came to
signify something other thun Hersun
al Jooks. It Is singular that “hand-
some” should have become the word
for a strikingly good looking person
since Its literal meaning is handy, dex-
terous. DBut “pretty” likewise comes
from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning
hb’]}'.“

Saw Amusing Signs.

Major General Hoad, who was th
Australian  officer attached to the
Japanese army during the war with
Russia, saw some amusing sh P signs
in Toklo—"Head-cutter” over a b

ber's; “"Extract of Fowls"

seller's, and *'Ludies

QvVer an o

IFurnished on

the Upstairs” {n front of & draper's
He bad a memorable 24-honrs’ rallwiay
journey in a compartimient crane

with 40 men, women aud chil !.. n ll-.
made a resolution not to tall aslecp,
but he woke up In the morning to
fiud that patient lttle Japanes
lady had bLeen supporting hewd
on her shoulder

“a

his

Cry for a Neeaea Relorm.,

In every case where the crusade
is for the burial of wires which have
proved a menace to public safety,
the attack upon the danger shouid
continue no matter what the obsta-
cles, for every attempt made to stay
the progress of the movement will
but serve to In.rease the detarmina-
tlon to bring about the reform and
compel obedlence to the commands
of citizens whose right It {s to speak.

QGreat Silk Worm District.,

Piedmont, Italy, produces about
three times as many cocoons as any
other Itallan province, and in propor-
tion to Its size 13 perhaps the most
prolifie silkworm distriet of the world
the yield during 1908 amounting to
11,001,647 pounds, with a value of $3,-
056,583,

A girl Is never happy till some
fellow comes along and makes her
miserable,

If women were as careful of their
characters as they are of thelr com-
plexions there would be fewer grass
widows in the world,

Smashes all Records

As an all-round laxative tonic and
health-builder no other pills can com-
pare with Dr. King's New Life Pills,
I'hey tone and regulate stomach, liv-
erand kidneys, purily the blood,
sirengthen the nerves; cure constipa-
ion, dyspepsia, biliousness, Jaun-
dice, headache, chills and malaria.
Try them. 25¢ at all druggists.

. They Sell Worthless and Spurious “Old

keeping busy with |

ndorn- |
ene- |

DEALERS LIKE OLD FRAMES,

Master” Pictures.

Nothing more readily solls a worth-
less and spurious “old master” hide-
ous with all the blatant tricks of the
fabricator, than an old frame. This
I8 the balt which {8 most killing. But
dealers themselves often buy pleturcs
for their frames. At the celebrated
sale of the Sellars collection, most of
which were coples and were of llttle
value as works of art, the deplere were
actually bidding fur the frames only,

To the experienced eve tue pecullar
pativa which age has imparted  to
those old frames cannot be imitated.
But the old styles have, on account
of the enormons demand

been repeat-

ed in modern doys as copies =old .m.'
such, or as “faked” frames having u|
spurlous suggestion of age all‘lt'll“?l
imparted to them by skiiled work- |
men,

Ancient Flying Machine.
INow that so much attenti

is being

paid to the problem of navigaving the |
afr, 1t may not be amiss to recall that |
n strange offort in this direetion \\.\-l
made just 400 vears ago. It was in |
September, 1507, t) King James IV, ]
sent a special ambassador trom !-Iu\ln-:
burgh to Fran

John Damian, w!

favor of the King uid

reach PFPrance |

by simply flving t
of huge wings nmads
ers, fastened then
the presence of th

to his 'lnn!\ and in
isands of peaple hie

T epynghicd 1909 by
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